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"On the eighth day you shall hold a solemn gathering" (Numbers 29:35)

Shmini Atzerte is noted in the Torah as a mitzvah - but without reason or explanation. On the
eighth Shmini Sabbath of the assembly, the end of the reading of the Torah ("Simchat Torah")
takes place. The term "Atzeret" means a mass gathering of the people. Therefore, we would
like to adopt the term "Shmini Atzeret" as the thematic Jewish framework to mark the
anniversary of the October 7th Massacre:a call for a mass gathering of the entire Jewish people
in memory of the murdered and a prayer for hope and better days.

Shmini Atzeret is marked with the n"1'7> Kalanit or anemone .

Why N1 Kalanit or anemone? The anemone is the most familiar and
beloved flower among Israelis, chosen as the national flower of the State of
Israel.In the Land of Israel, the anemone iswidespread from the north of the
country to the Southern Negev. The source of the anemone's scientificname
in Greek means "windflower". The N1 Kalanit or anemone is not "afraid"
of the wind like the other flowers that prefer to wait spring. It blooms in
winter. The Hebrew name of the anemone was given to it by Emanuel Lef, a

researcher of ancient Hebrew names who lived in Hungary at the end of the
19th century. He chose the name "N Kalanit" like 07D Kala (meaning
bride) to describe the beauty of the flower, just like a bride on her wedding day.

We invite you to mark Shmini Atzeret nxy 1'nv:

- Holding a (mass) communal gathering

- Wearing the symbol of N1 Kalanit next to your heart.

- Using the following poems and texts (please note hyperlinks to audio) as inspirational
readings for your gathering.

- Run activities to different age groups- suggestions can be found on the Madaf website
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