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Pirkei Avoth to English as Chapters of the Fathers is a compilation of the ethical teachings and
maxims of the Rabbis of the Mishnaic period. Because of its contents, it is also called Ethics of the
Fathers. Pirkei Avot is unique in that it is the only tractate of the Talmud dealing solely with ethical and
moral principles; there is little or no halacha found in Pirkei Avot.

The tractate includes several of the most frequently-quoted rabbinic sayings, such as "If | am not for
myself, who will be for me? And when | am for myself, what am 'I'? And if not now, when?" (Avot 1:14).
It is written in simple and terse Hebrew and is attributed to the great sage Hillel, who was famous for
succinct expression.

Another famous saying: "It is not incumbent upon you to complete the work, but neither are you at liberty
to desist from it" (Avot 2:21) attributed to Rabbi Tarfon. Also attributed to Rabbi Tarfon: "The day is
short, the labor vast, the toilers idle, the reward great, and the Master of the house is insistent." (Avot
2:20)

"The world stands on three things: On Torah, on prayer ("avoda"; can also mean sacrificial offerings),
and on kindness to others"

"In a place where there are no worthy men, strive to be worthy." (2:6)

"Torah learning is best combined with an occupation, because the effort of both will keep one
from sin. Torah study alone without work will in the end be nullified and lead to sin." (2:2)


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mishnah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halacha
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hillel_the_Elder
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tarfon

Hebrew for Adults - Lesson 1

A few interesting facts about Hebrew:

The word NV derives from the origin D'V one of the names of the Israelites
in the Torah.

The language has been known as "Hebrew" in English since the 11th century,
from OIld French Ebreu, in turn from Latin Hebraeus and Greek Hebraios

The earliest examples of written Hebrew date from the 10th century BCE

The Torah is written in Classical Hebrew, for this reason, Hebrew has been referred

to by Jews as Leshon HaKodesh, the "Holy Language", since ancient times.

Classical Hebrew comprises several evolving and overlapping dialects. The phases of
Classical Hebrew are often named after important literary works associated with
them - Archaic Biblical Hebrew, Israelian Hebrew, Dead Sea Scroll Hebrew, Mishnaic
Hebrew...

Modern Hebrew became an official language in British-ruled Palestine in 1921
(along with English and Arabic)

Words learned in this lesson:

My name is - Shmi my Mine - She'li V)

And - Ve ) Yours - She'lach (F) / She'lcha (M) PO\ PV

| - Ani NN Righteous - Cha'seeda (F) / Cha'seed (M) m\TON

Want - Rotze' (F) / Rotza (M) \ NYE Wicked - Ra'sha (M) AN
NN

To learn - Lil'mod Ignorant - Am Ha'aretz PRp oy
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sheli sheli ve' shel'cha shel'cha

Mine is mine and yours is yours

sheli shel'cha ve' shel'cha sheli

Mine is yours and yours is mine

sheli shel'cha ve' shel'cha shel'cha

Mine is yours and yours is yours

shel'cha sheli ve' sheli sheli

Yours is mine and mine is mine



