“Read Between the Lines”: small group discussions with Yael Ingel,

JCCNV Community Shlicha

Love and romance in Jewish tradition

and in Israeli poetry

Song of the Songs, chapter 2:
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7 'l adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, by the
gazelles, and by the hinds of the field, that ye
awaken not, nor stir up love, until it please.' {S}

8 Hark! my beloved! behold, he cometh, leaping
upon the mountains, skipping upon the hills.

9 My beloved is like a gazelle or a young hart;
behold, he standeth behind our wall, he looketh
in through the windows, he peereth through the
lattice.

10 My beloved spoke, and said unto me: 'Rise
up, my love, my fair one, and come away.

11 For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and
gone;

12 The flowers appear on the earth; the time of
singing is come, and the voice of the turtle is
heard in our land;

13 The fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and
the vines in blossom give forth their fragrance.
Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. {S}

14 O my dove, that art in the clefts of the rock,
in the covert of the cliff, let me see thy
countenance, let me hear thy voice; for sweet is
thy voice, and thy countenance is comely.' {S}




Song of the Songs, chapter 4:
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1 By night on my bed I sought him
whom my soul loveth; I sought him,
but I found him not.

2 'T will rise now, and go about the city,
in the streets and in the broad ways, I
will seek him whom my soul loveth.' I
sought him, but I found him not.

3 The watchmen that go about the city
found me: 'Saw ye him whom my soul
loveth?'

4 Scarce had I passed from them, when
I found him whom my soul loveth: I
held him, and would not let him go,
until I had brought him into my
mother's house, and into the chamber of
her that conceived me.

Thou are beautiful / The Idan Reichel Project

In my bed | sought for weeks

whom my soul loves and found it not.

| searched for it in all the town's streets

This untruth and found not.

The watchmen that go about the city found me:
but my love and | found it not.

But | will not leave it until | will bring it into my city
to my mother's house, to my room, to my bed.

Thou art fair, my love; thy lips are like a thread of scarlet.

Thy teeth are white like the light of the moon.

Who is that coming up from the wilderness from a far
land

traveling upon the wing of a large bird? arriving to my
house.
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Yehuda Atlas

We have in our class

a girl

that | never particularly liked
But since | was told

That she said

That I’'m a really smart kid

| started thinking

She is actually

Quite nice.

I’'m dying to approach her

| have to try

To ask that she and |

Will be friends

But

What exactly am | supposed to do
If she says yes?

: The locked Garden / Ra’hel

: Who are you? Why does a hand
: outstretched

: not touch a fellow hand?
: Eyes meeting for a moment’s space

: drop in embarrassment.

: Locked garden, and no path to it.
: Locked garden, man.

: Shall I depart? Or strike rock
: till the hland riin?
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