“Read Between the Lines”: small group sessions with Yael Ingel, JCCNV Community Shlicha

Tu Bi’Shvat: Our connection to the

environment here and in Israel

Tu Bishvat is a post-Biblical holiday. The first reference to it appears in the Mishnah:

There are four New Years:

On the first of Nisan, the new year for the kinds and for the festivals
On the first of Elul, the new year for the tithing of the animals

On the first of Tishrei, the new year for the Sabbatical years and for the
Jubilee years and for the planting of the vegetables

On Tu Bishvat, the new year for the trees

(Mishnah, Tractate Rosh Hashanah, Chapter 1)

Why do you think the trees
have g special New Vear?

How do we look and think about the environment?

Rabbi Nachman of Braslav used to say:

“Know that every shepherd and shepherdess has a unique niggun (tune) for each of
the grasses and for each place where they herd their sheep. For each and every
grass has its own song, and from these songs of the grasses, the shepherds compose
their songs.”

He used to say “Would that | merit hearing the songs and praises of the grasses, how
every blade of grass sings to the Holy One, Blessed Be He, wholeheartedly with no
reservations, and without anticipation of reward. How wonderful it is when one
hears their song, and how very good to be amongst them serving our Creator in
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awe.

What senses do we use when we are coming in touch with mature?




"A man who was going to the desert and was hungry,

tired and thirsty found a sweet tree fruit with a
shadow and a river passes beneath him. The man ate
fruits and drank water and sat in the shadow.
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what could | bless you? Your fruits are sweet, you
have water and shade
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In this world there are beautiful
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What is the different between these two readings?

What do you wish for the people you love?




To My Country / Ra’hel YnA / ¥IN IR
| have not sung you, my country,
not brought glory to your name
with the great deeds of a hero
or the spoils a battle yields.
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Due to the shortage of water inlsrael, we are put ina tough position. Israel is currently
harming its natural resources by taking water from the Kinneret (Sea of Galilee) and
thereby slowly depleting underground aquifers.

A significant amount of money is currently being spent desalinating water from the
Mediterranean Sea. This process uses large amounts of electrical energy, harming other
environmental resources. On the other hand, Israel has discussed the idea of buying
water from other countries in the region, specifically Turkey, as a possible temporary
solutiontothe water shortage.

In August 2002 Israel came to an agreement with Turkey for the supply of 13.2 billion
gallons of water to Israel annually - about 3 percent of its water supply. Israel agreedto
pay Turkey approximately three times what it would cost them for the same amount of
recycled water and about twice that of desalinated water. The 13.2 billion gallons are
estimated to offset the water that Israel supplies to Jordan as part of their 1994 peace
agreement.

What should Israel do? Buy water at the risk of compromising national security by outsourcing' vital resources to
ather countries? Should Israel spend the money desalinating water while potentially harming the enviromment?




The story of Honi:

Honi: Good day, old man!

Old man (digging): And good day to you!

Honi: Why are you working so hard, digging in the ground?

Old man: I’'m planting a carob tree.

Honi: A carob tree?! They take many years to grow and give fruit.
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Old man: Yes, it is true...70 years, in fact.

Honi: Wow! Seventy years! Do you really think that you will live long
enough to enjoy its fruit?

Old man: Probably not. But long before | was born, my parents
planted a tree so that | could enjoy the fruit. As they planted for me,
so, too, | am planting for my children.

Talmud (Ta’anit 23a)

From a mountain of waste to a green and flourishing recycling park

The Hiriya site received waste and worked as a landfill from 1952 to 1999. Over time, the size of the
mountain reached 450,000m?, a height of 60m, and a volume of 16 million cubic meters of waste. By
1998, Hiriya was receiving 3,000 tons of household waste per day, and in 1999, as part of a process being
undertaken by the Ministry of Environmental Protection, the decision was made to stop dumping waste
on the mountain and turn Hiriya into a transfer station.

In 2001, the Dan Municipal Sanitation Association began the process of rehabilitating the mountain, with
the intention of turning it into a green and flourishing park that would lead environmental change
worldwide. In an international architectural competition to choose landscape architects for the
rehabilitation of the mountain, Prof. Peter Latz was selected from 14 applicants from Israel and abroad -
an architect with huge experience of projects of this scale around the world.

The rehabilitation of Mount Hiriya is only the first step of the construction of Ariel Sharon Park, the
largest "green lung" of the Dan Metropolitan Area, which you will be able admire from various
observation posts on the mountain.

How much of our time should we be putting in protecting the environment?

Does the environment need our protection?


http://www.hiriya.co.il/len/apage/75717.php
http://www.hiriya.co.il/ayalon.asp

The Lord God took the man and put him in the
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
Genesis, 2, 15.
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"As God created the first man he took him around all the trees of
Gan Eden and told him: See how lovely my world is! All I've made —
for you I made!! - you should be aware not to destroy the world, if

you do- there is nobody that could fix it after you ". (Ka"r 6).
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I do not like the term 'conserving the environment'.
We were not born into a museum ... We are allowed to
touch nature...

When a person stands in front of nature ... if it’s the
smallest insects or the biggest of mountains.

Stand with humility. I'm not saying do not touch.

If you have decided to touch — then touch, but have
humility.

Remember that you are here today and tomorrow you
gone" .

(Amos Oz, Israeli author)
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The evolution of a holiday — Tu Bishvat
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Tu Bishvat isn’t mentioned in the Torah, but later on in the Mishna, where the 15" of the hebrew month
of Shvat was chosen as the day the tithe begins i.e. a new tax year.
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From one Tu Bishvat to the next the farmer must distribute a tithe from his crop to the poor, to the
Cohanim and the Levites. Why is this done on Tu Bishvat? during this period the trees don’t give fuit and
it is a time of renewal.
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How did Tu Bishvat become a holiday?
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There are opposing opinions regarding this debate, but one thing is clear: Through the ages it were the
educators who gave the holiday its meanings.
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After the destruction of the temple this holiday had almost disappeared, because there was no need to
give a tithe to the temple workers. Scholars in the diaspora had asked their disciples to bring fruit on this
day in order to remember the fruits of the land of Israel, its trees and to preserve the connection and
love of the land.
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In Israel this day was celebrated by the Cabalists of Safed. They use to have a Tu Bishvat seder which
included drinking red and white wine, eating fruits of the land, pleading and praying.
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During the 80’s of the 19" century with the renewal of jewish settlement in the land of Israel appeared a
need for new content on this day. It was up to one of the greatest educators who gave this holiday a
new meaning.
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In 1890 on Tu Bishvat Ze’ev Yabetz, a teacher and author, took his students from their school in Zichron
Ya’akov to festive tree plantings. In this manner he established the custom of planting trees in Tu
Bishvat.
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In 1908 the Teacher’s union officially declared Tu Bishvat as the planting holiday. Soon afterwards the

JNF adopted this date as a day of planting trees. Over the years grew an awareness for nature and the

need to take care of it. This is how Tu Bishvat became a holiday of planting and getting closer to nature
like it is today.
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