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Beit Ha’am
/-Talks

Prof. Asa Kasher

“We tend to say about the State of Israel that it was established on the 5th of lyar, 5708.
Thus, the precise name of the “Declaration of Independence” is “The Declaration of the
Establishment of the State of Israel”. On that day, the State of Israel was established as a
political and legal entity; however the formation process of the state, in the full sense of this
historic expression, began on that day and is not over to this very day.

We have not yet finished the establishment of the state.

We have not finished extracting the Jewish People from the Diaspora,

We have not finished extracting the Diaspora from the Jewish People,

We have not finished establishing the internal relations of the state, including its identity and
its constitution,

We have not finished establishing the external relations of the state, especially those

between us and the neighboring people. TIPSV 3T T
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Therefore, each one of us can still take part in the historic process of . .
establishing the state. Each
one of us can still take

responsibility for a part of this 1. What is your position in relation to what Asa Kasher
awesome process. said about the process of the establishment of the
The Holiday of Independence state not being over until today?

(Yom Ha’atzmaut), whether in . What in your opinion is the meaning of the sentence:

ceremony or in text, can also “We have not finished extracting the Jewish People
be an expression of this.” from the Diaspora; We have not finished extracting
the Diaspora from the Jewish People”. Shall we ever
finish? Should it finish?
What other tasks face us?
Kasher claims that anyone can be responsible for a
part of the establishment process of the state. What
responsibility would you take upon yourself? If any ..

The Sword and the Nest
Esther Raab (1894-1981)

We live poised at the needle’s eye In our hands a sword

At the edge of a pit; and in our hearts—an olive leaf,
On the precipice of the abyss— teeth-clenched

we plant gardens, we fight,

all the fields wait,

all the nests brimming
Esther Raab the poet describes, through with chicks—

poetry, a situation in which opposites exist | and a sword hangs above
side by side. Can you provide examples
of what she says based on your visits to
Israel? And examples of other opposites
that reside side by side in the State of Israel?
Are extreme situations such as these that

bear children,
pick fruit;

exist side by side, also familiar in the place
from which you come?
3. Do you think there is another way? How?



