
Genesis 4:1–5

1The man knew Eve, his wife, and she 

conceived and bore Cain, and she said 

“I have gained a son from God”. 2And 

she bore a second time his brother, 

Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep 

and Cain worked the land. 3After some 

time Cain brought fruit of the ground as an offering to God. 4And Abel, too, 

brought the choicest of his flock and their fat. And God paid heed to Abel and 

his offering. 5And to Cain and his offering, he did not pay heed. And Cain was 

upset greatly and his face fell. 

sacrifice

interior

nearby

to bring closer

relative

proximity

combat

to approach

battle

close associate

soon

Definitions of words with the Hebrew root .ק.ר.ב

An invitation to learn
The tradition of studying together on Tikkun Leyl Shavuot – the eve of Shavuot 

– epitomises the Jewish passion for, and commitment to communal learning. 

The model of Chavruta – exploring Jewish texts with a partner or a group – 

creates a space for reflection, growth, participation, diversity and tolerance. 

Through this resource we hope to bring together the tradition of Tikkun Leyl 

Shavuot and the model of Chavruta to supplement your learning event.

These pages contain six sources which address the theme of ‘Offerings’ – 

exploring the relationship between intention and ritual, God and scripture, and 

the ultimate value of making offerings. Each source consists of either one or 

two texts, plus some discussion questions to get the conversation flowing. 

It is not necessary to explore every text, nor to answer every question.  

You may wish to study with a partner or in a group (or both) and the session 

may last for twenty minutes or for hours on end … the decisions are yours! 

However you choose to learn or teach the material, we hope that you will find 

it both stimulating and illuminating. 

chavruta@limmud.org

Prayer on entering  
a place of study

יְהִי רָצוֹן מִלְּפָנֶי�
ה׳ אֱ�הַי וֵא�הֵי אֲבוֹתַי 
שֶׁתָּאִיר עֵינַי בִּמְאוֹר תּוֹרָתֶ� 
וְתַצִּילֵנִי מִכָּל מִכְשׁוֹל וְטָעוּת …
כִּי ה׳ יִתֵּן חָכְמָה 
a resource for Tikkun Leyl Shavuotמִפִּיו דַעַת וּתְבוּנָה

May it be Your will 

God, my God, and the God 

of my ancestors, 

that you guide my eyes with 

the light of Your Torah 

and save me from stumbling 

and making mistakes …

For God gives wisdom 

and from God’s mouth 

come knowledge and 

understanding.

Points to consider

Why did Cain and Abel bring  
offerings to God? 

What makes an offering worthy  
or unworthy? How did Cain  
know that God had not paid  
heed to him and his offering?

Morfix.com

בראשית ד:א-ה
ֹּאמֶר קָנִיתִי אִישׁ  1וְהָאָדָם יָדַע אֶת־חַוָּה אִשְׁתּוֹ וַתַּהַר וַתֵּלֶד אֶת־קַיִן וַתּ
ֹּאן וְקַיִן הָיָה  אֶת־ה׳: 2וַתֹּּסֶף לָלֶדֶת אֶת־אָחִיו אֶת־הָבֶל וַיְהִי־הֶבֶל רֹּעֵה צ
לַה׳:  מִנְחָה  הָאֲדָמָה  מִפְּרִי  קַיִן  וַיָבֵא  יָמִים  מִקֵץ  3וַיְהִי  אֲדָמָה:  עֹּבֵד 
ֹּאנוֹ וּמֵחֶלְבֵהֶן וַיִשַׁע ה׳ אֶל־הֶבֶל וְאֶל־ 4וְהֶבֶל הֵבִיא גַם־הוּא מִבְּכֹּרוֹת צ

ֹּא שָׁעָה וַיִחַר לְקַיִן מְאֹּד וַיִפְּלוּ פָּנָיו: מִנְחָתוֹ: 5וְאֶל־קַיִן וְאֶל־מִנְחָתוֹ ל

קָרְבָּן
קֶרֶב

קָרוֹב
לְקֵרֵב

קָרוֹב
קִרְבָה
קְרָבִי

לְהִתְקַרֵב

קְרָב
מְקֹּרָב
בְּקָרוֹב
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Jeremiah 7:22–23

22For I did not speak to your fathers, 

nor commanded them, on the day that I 

brought them out from the land of Egypt, 

concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices.
23For I commanded them this thing, 

saying: ‘Hear my voice, and I shall be your God, and you shall be my people.  And you shall walk on each path that I shall 

command to you, in order that it will go well for you.’

Moses Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, Part 3 Chapter 32

These verses have been difficult for all those whose words I have read or heard. 

They say: “How can Jeremiah say that God did not command us concerning 

burnt offerings and sacrifices, seeing as most of the commandments concern 

precisely this?”

The intention of these verses is as I have explained to you, that He is saying: 

“The primary intention was only that you will know Me and not serve beings 

other than Me. I will be your God and you shall be My people. I commanded 

this – to make offerings and bring them to the Temple – only for the sake of this 

goal…  Yet you have ignored this objective and taken hold of that which is only 

the means of obtaining it, since you have doubted My existence.”

Points to consider

How do you understand the opening 
passage from Jeremiah? Do you agree 
with Maimonides’ interpretation?

If ritual sacrifice was once the  
mechanism through which the  
Israelites came to know God, what  
might we replace it with today?

Points to consider

Why might the half-shekel have  
been an appropriate offering in  
the event of the census? When  
might money be an appropriate 
offering today?

Why is it important that each  
of the Israelites offered the same 
amount?

Exodus 30:11–16

11God spoke to Moses, saying: 12When 

you take a census of the Israelites 

to register them, each shall pay to 

God a ransom for his life when he 

is registered, so that no plague may 

come upon them through their being 

enrolled. 13This is what each who is 

registered shall pay: a half-shekel by 

the sanctuary weight – twenty gerahs 

to the shekel – a half-shekel as an 

offering to God. 14Each who is registered from the age of twenty years up, shall 

give God’s offering. 15The rich shall not pay more and the poor shall not pay less 

than half a shekel when giving God’s offering to atone for yourselves. 16You shall 

take the atonement money from the Israelites and assign it to the service of the 

Tent of Meeting; it shall be to the Israelites a reminder before God, as atonement 

for yourselves.

ירמיה ז:כב-כג
ֹּא צִוִּיתִים בְּיוֹם הוֹצִיאִי אוֹתָם מֵאֶרֶץ  ֹּא־דִבַּרְתִּי אֶת־אֲבוֹתֵיכֶם וְל 22כִּי ל

אוֹתָם  צִוִּיתִי  הַזֶה  אִם־אֶת־הַדָבָר  23כִּי  וָזָבַח:  עוֹלָה  עַל־דִבְרֵי  מִצְרָיִם 
לֵאמֹּר שִׁמְעוּ בְקוֹלִי וְהָיִיתִי לָכֶם לֵא�הִים וְאַתֶּם תִּהְיוּ־לִי לְעָם וַהֲלַכְתֶּם 

בְּכָל־הַדֶרֶךְ אֲשֶׁר אֲצַוֶּה אֶתְכֶם לְמַעַן יִיטַב לָכֶם:

שמות ל:יא-טז
ֹּאשׁ בְּנֵי־יִשְרָאֵל לִפְקֻדֵיהֶם  11וַיְדַבֵּר ה׳ אֶל־מֹּשֶׁה לֵּאמֹּר: 12כִּי תִשָא אֶת־ר
ֹּא־יִהְיֶה בָהֶם נֶגֶף בִּפְקֹּד אֹּתָם:  וְנָתְנוּ אִישׁ כֹּּפֶר נַפְשׁוֹ לַה׳ בִּפְקֹּד אֹּתָם וְל
עֶשְרִים  הַקֹּדֶשׁ  בְּשֶׁקֶל  הַשֶקֶל  מַחֲצִית  עַל־הַפְּקֻדִים  כָּל־הָעֹּבֵר  יִתְּנוּ  13זֶה 
מִבֶּן  עַל־הַפְּקֻדִים  הָעֹּבֵר  14כֹּּל  לַה׳:  תְּרוּמָה  הַשֶקֶל  מַחֲצִית  הַשֶקֶל  גֵרָה 
ֹּא יַמְעִיט  ֹּא־יַרְבֶּה וְהַדַל ל עֶשְרִים שָׁנָה וָמָעְלָה יִתֵּן, תְּרוּמַת ה׳: 15הֶעָשִׁיר ל
מִמַחֲצִית הַשָקֶל לָתֵת אֶת־תְּרוּמַת ה׳ לְכַפֵּר עַל־נַפְשֹּׁתֵיכֶם: 16וְלָקַחְתָּ אֶת־
וְהָיָה  מוֹעֵד  אֹּהֶל  עַל־עֲבֹּדַת  אֹּתוֹ  וְנָתַתָּ  יִשְרָאֵל  בְּנֵי  מֵאֵת  הַכִּפֻּרִים  כֶּסֶף 

לִבְנֵי יִשְרָאֵל לְזִכָּרוֹן לִפְנֵי ה׳ לְכַפֵּר עַל־נַפְשֹּׁתֵיכֶם:
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Genesis 22:1–3

1Sometime afterwards, God put Abraham 

to the test.  He said to him: “Abraham,” 

and he said: “Here I am”. 2And He said: 

“Take your son, your only one, whom you 

love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, 

and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights that I will tell you.” 3And Abraham rose early in the morning…

1 Samuel 1:10–11

10And she [Hannah] was bitter and 

prayed to God and cried and wept. 11And 

she vowed a vow, saying: “God of hosts, 

if you surely see the suffering of your 

maidservant and you have remembered 

me and shall not forget your maidservant, 

and so give to your maidservant the seed 

of a child, then I will give him to God all 

the days of his life and no razor will come 

upon his head.”

Frequently Asked Questions, templeinstitute.org

No, the Temple Institute is not building the Temple offsite. We are building 

a stone altar offsite so that when the opportunity arrives we can move it to 

its proper location on the Mount. The Divine service, including the offerings 

can begin before the building of the Temple itself, once the altar is built and 

standing in its proper place.

The Temple Institute will wait for as long as it takes. The time for the building 

of the Temple certainly isn’t up to us. […]

In short, it is not “technical” issues that are holding up the rebuilding of the 

Holy Temple, as these can be worked out. What is needed is the will of the people 

of Israel, and the nations, to do what is necessary and build the house of G-d.

Psalms 51:17–21

17My Lord, open my lips, and let my 

mouth declare Your praise. 18For You 

do not want me to bring sacrifices; You 

do not desire burnt offerings; 19True 

sacrifice to God is a broken spirit; God, 

You shall not despise a broken and crushed heart. 20May it be Your will to make Zion prosper; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. 
21Then You will want sacrifices offered in justice, burnt and whole offerings; then bulls shall be offered on Your altar.

Translation based on JPS, 1999.

Points to consider

What are the differences between Abraham’s intention and Hannah’s?   
Which do you think is more virtuous?

In what ways might we offer our children to God today?

Points to consider

Is prayer a suitable replacement for 
ritual sacrifice? Why or why not?

The psalmist anticipates a return 
to Temple sacrifice, perhaps in the 
messianic age. Do you find this idea 
appealing?

בראשית כב:א-ג
אֵלָיו  ֹּאמֶר  וַי אֶת־אַבְרָהָם  נִסָה  וְהָאֱ�הִים  הָאֵלֶּה  הַדְבָרִים  אַחַר  1וַיְהִי 
ֹּאמֶר קַח־נָא אֶת־בִּנְ� אֶת־יְחִידְ� אֲשֶׁר־אָהַבְתָּ  ֹּאמֶר הִנֵנִי: 2וַי אַבְרָהָם וַי
רִיָה וְהַעֲלֵהוּ שָׁם לְעֹּלָה עַל אַחַד הֶהָרִים  אֶת־יִצְחָק וְלֶךְ־לְ� אֶל־אֶרֶץ הַמֹּ

אֲשֶׁר אֹּמַר אֵלֶי�: 3וַיַשְׁכֵּם אַבְרָהָם בַּבֹּּקֶר...

שמואל א א:י-יא
ֹּאמַר ה׳  10וְהִיא מָרַת נָפֶשׁ וַתִּתְפַּלֵּל עַל־ה׳ וּבָכֹּה תִבְכֶּה: 11וַתִּדֹּר נֶדֶר וַתּ
ֹּא־תִשְׁכַּח אֶת־אֲמָתֶ�  צְבָאוֹת אִם־רָאֹּה תִרְאֶה בָּעֳנִי אֲמָתֶ� וּזְכַרְתַּנִי וְל
ֹּא־יַעֲלֶה  וְנָתַתָּה לַאֲמָתְ� זֶרַע אֲנָשִׁים וּנְתַתִּיו לַה' כָּל־יְמֵי חַיָיו וּמוֹרָה ל

ֹּאשׁוֹ: עַל־ר

תהילים נא:יז-כא
ֹּא־תַחְפֹּּץ זֶבַח וְאֶתֵּנָה עוֹלָה  17אֲדֹּנָי שְפָתַי תִּפְתָּח וּפִי יַגִיד תְּהִלָּתֶ�: 18כִּי ל

ֹּא  ל אֱ�הִים  וְנִדְכֶּה  לֵב־נִשְׁבָּר  נִשְׁבָּרָה  רוּחַ  אֱ�הִים  19זִבְחֵי  תִרְצֶה:  ֹּא  ל
תַּחְפֹּּץ  21אָז  ם:  יְרוּשָׁלִָ חוֹמוֹת  תִּבְנֶה  אֶת־צִיוֹן  בִרְצוֹנְ�  20הֵיטִיבָה  תִבְזֶה: 

זִבְחֵי־צֶדֶק עוֹלָה וְכָלִיל אָז יַעֲלוּ עַל־מִזְבַּחֲ� פָרִים:
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Points to consider

Why is it important that we make 
offerings joyfully? Is the verse that 
the priests sing appropriate?

In today’s world, where most 
of us are not farmers, what do 
we have to offer to God, to our 
community, and to one another?

 אֲמַר מָרִי בַּר רַב הוּנָא:
 �א יִפָּטֵר אָדָם 
 מֵחֲבֵרוֹ אֶלָּא 
 מִתּוֹךְ דְבַר הֲלָכָה, 
 שׁמִתּוֹךְ
כָּךְ זוֹכְרוֹ.

Mari son of Rabbi Huna said:  

When saying goodbye to a friend, a 

person should always be  

in the middle of studying  

some aspect of Torah with them.  

In that way their friend  

will remember them for it.

Talmud, Eruvin 64a

Closing reflection
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Mishnah Bikkurim 3:2–4

How would they bring up the first fruits? 

All the towns of a region would go into the 

regional capital and sleep in the squares... 

One was appointed to wake them, saying: 

“Arise! Let us go up to Zion, to the house 

of the Lord our God!” 

Those who were close would bring dates 

and grapes and those who were far would 

bring dried figs and raisins. A bull would 

walk before them and its horns would be 

plated with gold and it would have an 

olive wreath around its head. The flute would play before them until they got close to Jerusalem... And all the artisans of 

Jerusalem would stand before them and greet them: “Our brothers from such-and-such a place, come in peace!” 

...When they reached the Temple courtyard the Levites would speak in song: “I will extol You, God, because You have 

raised me up and not allowed my enemies to rejoice over me” (Psalms 30:2).

Jonathan Sacks, Understanding Sacrifice

What, then, was sacrifice in Judaism and why does it remain important, at 

least as an idea, even today? The simplest answer – though it does not explain 

the details of the different kinds of offering – is this: We love what we are 

willing to make sacrifices for. That is why, when they were a nation of farmers 

and shepherds, the Israelites demonstrated their love of God by bringing Him 

a symbolic gift of their flocks and herds, their grain and fruit; that is, their 

livelihood. To love is to thank. To love is to want to bring an offering to the 

Beloved. To love is to give. Sacrifice is the choreography of love.

rabbisacks.org/understanding-sacrifice-tzav-5776

משנה ביקורים ג:ב-ד
כֵּיצַד מַעֲלִין אֶת הַבִּכּוּרִים? כָּל הַעֲיָרוֹת שֶׁבַּמַעֲמָד מִתְכַּנְסוֹת לָעִיר שֶׁל 
מַעֲמָד, וְלָנִין בִּרְחוֹבָהּ שֶׁל עִיר... וְלַמַשְׁכִּים הָיָה הַמְמֻנֶה אוֹמֵר, ״קוּמוּ 

וְנַעֲלֶה צִיוֹן אֶל )בֵּית( ה׳ אֱ�הֵינוּ״: 
גְרוֹגְרוֹת  מְבִיאִים  וְהָרְחוֹקִים  וְהָעֲנָבִים,  הַתְּאֵנִים  מְבִיאִים  הַקְרוֹבִים 
וְצִמוּקִים. וְהַשוֹר הוֹלֵךְ לִפְנֵיהֶם, וְקַרְנָיו מְצֻפּוֹת זָהָב, וַעֲטָרָה שֶׁל זַיִת 
וְכָל  לִירוּשָׁלַיִם...  קָרוֹב  שֶׁמַגִיעִים  עַד  לִפְנֵיהֶם,  מַכֶּה  הֶחָלִיל  ֹּאשׁוֹ.  בְּר
בַּעֲלֵי אֻמָנִיוֹת שֶׁבִּירוּשָׁלַיִם עוֹמְדִים לִפְנֵיהֶם וְשׁוֹאֲלִין בִּשְׁלוֹמָם, ״אַחֵינוּ 

אַנְשֵׁי הַמָקוֹם פְּלוֹנִי, בָּאתֶם לְשָלוֹם״: 
ֹּא  וְל דִלִּיתָנִי  כִּי  ה׳  ״אֲרוֹמִמְ�  בַּשִיר,  הַלְוִיִם  וְדִבְּרוּ  לָעֲזָרָה(  ...)הִגִיעַ 

שִמַחְתָּ אֹּיְבַי לִי״ )תהלים ל:ב(:


