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a resource for Tikkun Leyl Shavuot
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An invitation to learn May it be Your will
The tradition of studying together on Tikkun Leyl Shavuot — the eve of Shavuot
— epitomises the Jewish passion for, and commitment to communal learning. God, my God, and the God

The model of Chavruta — exploring Jewish texts with a partner or a group —
creates a space for reflection, growth, participation, diversity and tolerance.
Through this resource we hope to bring together the tradition of Tikkun Leyl
Shavuot and the model of Chavruta to supplement your learning event. :
These pages contain six sources which address the theme of ‘Offerings’ — the llght of Your Torah
exploring the relationship between intention and ritual, God and scripture, and
the ultimate value of making offerings. Each source consists of either one or

of my ancestors,

that you guide my eyes with

and save me from stumbling

two texts, plus some discussion questions to get the conversation flowing. and making mistakes ...
It is not necessary to explore every text, nor to answer every question. . .
You may wish to study with a partner or in a group (or both) and the session For God gives wisdom

may last for twenty minutes or for hours on end ... the decisions are yours!
However you choose to learn or teach the material, we hope that you will find
it both stimulating and illuminating. come knowledge and

chavruta@limmud.org understanding.

and from God’s mouth
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Genesis 4:1-5 N-X:T N'UXIQ
"The man knew Eve, his wife, and she W8 DR KM ROKR ToM I0M IPUR MNNR YT DTRAT
conceived and bore Cain, and she said 7377 1'R1 IN® NP3 53”"”’1 53:‘-37& PIRTON 1'\'1"7:7 ARRY YATNR
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Abel. And Abel was a keeper of sheep  :yyp 358m TR PRY NN ALY &Y INMIRTHRY PRURY HnMIN
and Cain worked the land. ’After some

time Cain brought fruit of the ground as an offering to God. *And Abel, too,
brought the choicest of his flock and their fat. And God paid heed to Abel and Points to consider

his offering. >’And to Cain and his offering, he did not pay heed. And Cain was Why did Cain and Abel bring

upset greatly and his face fell. offerings to God?
What makes an offering worthy
Definitions of words with the Hebrew root .2.7.p or unworthy? How did Cain
139R  sacrifice 217 relative 9P Dbattle know tha’,‘ God ha‘?' not pgid
:np interior 127  proximity JWTPD close associate heed to him and his offering?
217 nearby "A0P  combat 2193 soon

Zfl_pt? to bring closer Z'J_QI:'IU? to approach Morfix.com
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HEAR MY VOICE
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Jeremiah 7:22-23

2For 1 did not speak to your fathers,
nor commanded them, on the day that I
brought them out from the land of Egypt,
concerning burnt offerings and sacrifices.
PFor I commanded them this thing,
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saying: ‘Hear my voice, and I shall be your God, and you shall be my people. And you shall walk on each path that I shall

command to you, in order that it will go well for you.’

Moses Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, Part 3 Chapter 32

These verses have been difficult for all those whose words I have read or heard.
They say: “How can Jeremiah say that God did not command us concerning
burnt offerings and sacrifices, seeing as most of the commandments concern
precisely this?”

The intention of these verses is as I have explained to you, that He is saying:
“The primary intention was only that you will know Me and not serve beings
other than Me. I will be your God and you shall be My people. I commanded
this — to make offerings and bring them to the Temple — only for the sake of this
goal... Yet you have ignored this objective and taken hold of that which is only
the means of obtaining it, since you have doubted My existence.”

Points to consider

How do you understand the opening
passage from Jeremiah? Do you agree
with Maimonides’ interpretation?

If ritual sacrifice was once the
mechanism through which the
Israelites came to know God, what
might we replace it with today?

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY

Exodus 30:11-16
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"1God spoke to Moses, saying: *When
you take a census of the Israelites
to register them, each shall pay to
God a ransom for his life when he
is registered, so that no plague may
come upon them through their being
enrolled. PThis is what each who is
registered shall pay: a half-shekel by
the sanctuary weight — twenty gerahs
to the shekel — a half-shekel as an

offering to God. “Each who is registered from the age of twenty years up, shall

give God’s offering. “The rich shall not pay more and the poor shall not pay less Points to consider

than half a shekel when giving God’s offering to atone for yourselves. *You shall
take the atonement money from the Israelites and assign it to the service of the
Tent of Meeting; it shall be to the Israelites a reminder before God, as atonement
for yourselves.

Why might the half-shekel have
been an appropriate offering in
the event of the census? When
might money be an appropriate
offering today?

Why is it important that each
of the Israelites offered the same
amount?
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YOUR SON, YOUR ONLY ONE \ ]

Genesis 22:1-3 A-N2D N'UKXNA

ISometime afterwards, God put Abraham P9 TN DINARTNR 101 D'IORD APRD 0™2TD 0K AN
to the test. He said to him: ‘Abraham,”  RIAR™IWR TTINKR TI2NR RITP NN 2137 DN DONAN
and he said: “Here I am”. ?And He said:  pmap 708 Sp 1% ow 11‘73:11 NP PIRTOR 79" 1'71 POY IR

“Take your son, your only one, whom you .33 DANAR DY .-Iw‘n.z TR UK
love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, ' T ) ' o
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the heights that I will tell you.” >And Abraham rose early in the morning. ..

1 Samuel 1:10-11 N'-N X IXInY

“And she [Hannah] was bitter and '71 9AXPI T3 3TM 11220 1923 '175Y HHanm wal nn KM
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she vowed a vow, saying: “God of hosts, A9Y™KY MY ™A M52 MY AN DWIR Y -mzmb RN
if you surely see the suffering of your SWNT- 173__7
maidservant and you have remembered

me and shall not forget your maidservant, Points to consider
and so give to your maidservant the seed

of a child, then I will give him to God all
the days of his life and no razor will come

What are the differences between Abraham’s intention and Hannah's?
Which do you think is more virtuous?

In what ways might we offer our children to God today?

upon his head.”

Psalms 51:17-21 NXO-T:X1 D'7'NN
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mouth declare Your praise. “For You x5 u*-x'm N2TN 132WITAY A7aw man DR Mard avan N
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do not desire burnt offerings; “True :019 TNaN-HY 15 1R 55 1'71;7 PIYNa
sacrifice to God is a broken spirit; God,

You shall not despise a broken and crushed heart. *May it be Your will to make Zion prosper; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.
2'Then You will want sacrifices offered in justice, burnt and whole offerings; then bulls shall be offered on Your altar.

Translation based on JPS, 1999.

Frequently Asked Questions, templeinstitute.org . .
. o , o Points to consider
No, the Temple Institute is not building the Temple offsite. We are building
Is prayer a suitable replacement for

a stone altar offsite so that when the opportunity arrives we can move it to X o
bp ¥ ritual sacrifice? Why or why not?

its proper location on the Mount. The Divine service, including the offerings

The psalmist anticipates a return

o to Temple sacrifice, perhaps in the

standing in its proper place. messianic age. Do you find this idea
The Temple Institute will wait for as long as it takes. The time for the building appealing?

can begin before the building of the Temple itself, once the altar is built and

of the Temple certainly isn’t up to us. [...]
In short, it is not “technical” issues that are holding up the rebuilding of the
Holy Temple, as these can be worked out. What is needed is the will of the people

of Israel, and the nations, to do what is necessary and build the house of G-d.
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Mishnah Bikkurim 3:2-4

How would they bring up the first fruits?
All the towns of a region would go into the
regional capital and sleep in the squares...
One was appointed to wake them, saying:
“Arise! Let us go up to Zion, to the house
of the Lord our God!”

Those who were close would bring dates
and grapes and those who were far would
bring dried figs and raisins. A bull would
walk before them and its horns would be
plated with gold and it would have an

Offerings: a resource for Tikkun Leyl Shavuot
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olive wreath around its head. The flute would play before them until they got close to Jerusalem... And all the artisans of
Jerusalem would stand before them and greet them: “Our brothers from such-and-such a place, come in peace!”
...When they reached the Temple courtyard the Levites would speak in song: “I will extol You, God, because You have

raised me up and not allowed my enemies to rejoice over me” (Psalms 30:2).

Jonathan Sacks, Understanding Sacrifice

Points to consider What, then, was sacrifice in Judaism and why does it remain important, at

Why is it important that we make
offerings joyfully? Is the verse that
the priests sing appropriate?

least as an idea, even today? The simplest answer — though it does not explain
the details of the different kinds of offering —

willing to make sacrifices for. That is why, when they were a nation of farmers

is this: We love what we are

In today’s world, where most

of us are not farmers, what do
we have to offer to God, to our
community, and to one another?

and shepherds, the Israelites demonstrated their love of God by bringing Him
a symbolic gift of their flocks and herds, their grain and fruit; that is, their
livelihood. To love is to thank. To love is to want to bring an offering to the

Beloved. To love is to give. Sacrifice is the choreography of love.

rabbisacks.org/understanding-sacrifice-tzav-5776

Closing reflection

Mari son of Rabbi Huna said:
When saying goodbye to a friend, a

Limmud is an international
community of Jewish learning
‘N ol
.N;Tﬂ 103 jp ﬁ@t_’i founded in the UK in 1980.
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Almost every week, there will

person should always be R9X i7ann be a Limmud activity or event
: . . " ) . somewhere in the world. These
in the middle of studymg 7'.‘??D W;‘I’ TRn are organised by independent
some aspect of Torah with them. TiPRW grassroots groups following shared
o . values which include choice,
In that way their friend '11::’" T? diversity and volunteerism. Groups,

volunteers, participants, presenters
and supporters connect through
the Limmud experience and by
collaborations such as this

Tikkun Leyl Shavuot project.

will remember them for it.

Talmud, Eruvin 64a

Limmud promises that wherever you find yourself, Limmud
can take you one step further on your Jewish journey.
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