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1n 3 sunlit valkey, tween meadow and sk,
Stands a fine old house that’s five stories high.

On the first Boor is a Cornish hen, heavy and stout.

All day long she lazes about.
Our friend Miss Hen is so fat and coddled.
She can hurcly manage a walk or a waddle.

On the second Aoar lives a Cuckoo bird-

Her chicks are all scatrered, you may have heand.
From dawn to dusk she makes her rounds

To visic her children in ather tawns.

On the third Boor is 2 Cat wha's finicky clezn-
She combs er whiskers, 5o pristine.

With fur that’s darkest midaighe black

And 4 bow round her neck - shes vain about that.

On the fourth floos lives  rranguil Squirrel,
With her friends she's never picked 2 guarrel.
She cracks pecans to her hearc’s content,
And says, “This peace is heaven sent.”

Up an fcor five lived Sir Reginald Mousc,
Until one week 250, when be left the hawse,
And o this day, we have our doubrs

That anyons knows his whersabours.

The committee ot togecher and drew up a sign
1o large block lerters, in ane straight line.
“They hung the sign on a nail on the dooe,
It read “Room for Rens.” nat one word more.
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By ighway and byway, past hills and down dales.
New tenants came knocking, tlling their talcs.

First was Miss Ant. She marched up to floor five,
Opened the door and pecked inside.

The neighbors all gathered around to spy

As Miss Ant checked the place with 2 critical eye.
They asked her, politcly, if the rooms were alright.
Perhaps she would like to stay for the night?

Are the rooms nice?
Yes, theyll suffice.
Will the kitchen do?
Irs just right, too.
Do you like the hall?
1¢’s fine, that’all.
So come live with us, Miss Ant!
Tant.
Why not?

The Ant replied in a nasty gripe:

*Sorry, but the ncighbors are not my type.

A hard-working Ant can hardly reside

With 2 lazy Hen whom she canno abide.

The Miss Hen in this house is so fat and coddled,
She can hardly manage a walk or a waddle!”

The Hen was hurt and turned her back.
Miss Ant went away, no aced to unpack.
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As soon s shed gone, in bounded Ms. Rabbit.
She bounced up the stairs, as was her habit.

She read the sign and took 2 loag look.

Her sof, furry cars quivered and shook,

“The neighbors all gathered around to spy

As the Rabbis checked the place with a critical eye.

They asked her, palitely, if the rooms were alright.
Perhaps she would like to stay for the night?

Are the rooms nice?
Yes, they Tl suffice.
Will the kitchen do?
Ies juse right, too-
Do you like the hall?
It fine, that’s all.
So Mrs Rabbit, plesse stay.
Na way!

“I'm sorry," she gasped, “but to make it short,
“The neighbors are simply not the right sore.
Haw can 2 mother with twenry young ones
Live with a Cuckoo who ahandons her sons?
The Cusckoo's chicks sleep in other moms” nests;
She abandons each one, along with the rest.
What kind of example is she for my brood?
Don't beg me to stay, I'm not in the mood!”

The Cuckoo bird stalked out in 2 huff.

M. Rabbit raced off, she'd had mare than enough.
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Cich Mrs, Rabbi gone, in came Sparians Pig

Ina porkpic hat and 3 curly wig.

He read the sign, “Room for Rent.”

Tumbled inside and up he went.

His tiny eyes peered at the ceiling and floor,

The windows and walls, while he sto0d at the door-

The neighbors all gachered zround 10 3Py

As the Pig scanned the plice with 2 critical eye.
They asked him, policely, if the rooms were alright.
Peshags he would Izke 1o stay for the night?

Are the rooms nice?
Yes, theyll suffice.

And the kitchen, what do you say?
Fa too dlean, but okay.

Do you like our hall?
1¢5s fine, thac’s all.

Then Soortimaus, will you remain®
Heavens, no! | must complain!

“The neighbars ate not ta my taste, I afeaid.
There’ been 3 huge error, a mistake has been made.
Me. in the same bouse as a Cat wich black fur?
A white tharoughbred Pig cannot live next to her

Toe neighbors did noc remain silent for long
Gevout of er. g they cried.“Seoox! Ruslong!
You're the mistake, you're the ane wha's all wrong!™
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“Goodbye!” grunted Snortimus, tossing his @
honey-voiced N ightingale. .X

Then in walezed 3

The Nightingak sing a melodious sorg:
As she Bew up the stairease, it didn' take long:
She tead the sign and opened the doos,
Examined the walls, the ceiling. the floor,

The neighbars all gathered araund 10 spy
s the Nightingale gazed with a critical eye.
They asked ber, politely. if the rooms were alrig
Perhaps she would like to sty for the nighs?

Ace the rooms nice?
Yes, they'll suffice.

And the kitchen will do?
1It's just right, too.

Then scay with us, please!

“No, [ won't stay or ask for the keys.

The neighbors are dreadful, as everyone sees.

Haw can [ enjay my peace and quiec

When thar Squirrel downstairs is creating a rioc?
She cracks those nuts the whole day l:r';sugh: 8

The naise is worse than in a zoo!
My delicate ears need a beauriful tune,

Not 2 quirrelsome racket that makes me swoon,”

The Squirrel flinched and took offe
quirr ense.
The Nigheingale flew off over the fence,
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ohringale gone: in flasted the Dove.
Tl den "r@.l:«d <o the tap floor above.

she flrzed and fut
;.h: ,:i the sign3ad opened the door,
;Eumina! the walls, the ceiling the floor.

The neighbars all gathered around 0 spy
As the Dove ghind
They asked her.
Prhaps she woul

Ase the rooms nice?
Theye smal, at his price.
Al the kirchen do?
I¢s nasson, that’s true-
The hallway, is it roomy?
I dark and gloomy.
So you won sty with us?
“Yes, 1 willl" cooed the Dove.
“And in fact, I would love
To live here amang you,”

———

ced about with a critical eye.
politely. if the roams were alright,
1 like to stay for the night?

“Miss Hen, ] can see, is a feathery friend.
:lhis sweer Cuckoo bind is true to her word. .
The cat’s so pritine, nat a speck can be seen. .
“The Scquirred shares her tresured outs -

A generows neighbor, no ifs, ands oc burs.

['m sure we'll be able o gec sdong,

Our friendly ties will remain steady and strong”
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5 rent the room.
m:‘;:,’:indml' and grooms her plume, —

The Dure d
Norw she sits 3t

a2 sunlit valley, oween meadow and sky,
Seands a fine o hocse ats fve stories high,
With Laugheer that rings from every floor,

N T AN
/ |

Teue ficods and good neighbors, who could ask

for more? {
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